Thoracoscopic aortopexy for primary tracheomalacia in a 12-year-old.
Aortopexy is the therapeutic modality of choice for severe primary tracheomalacia. The thoracoscopic approach has been used with good results in infants and toddlers, but little information exists on the use of aortopexy in older children. We present the case of a boy with a lifelong history of refractory, a steroid-dependent reactive airway disease, and who was found to have severe primary tracheomalacia. He subsequently underwent thoracoscopic aortopexy with immediate resolution of the tracheomalacia as demonstrated by serial bronchoscopy and long-term resolution of his clinical respiratory symptoms at 1 year.